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the community, upon the rights of any citizen, however hum-
ble he muy be, in the exercise of his sovereign right of ballot,
we deem it our duty to hold to the strictest accountability
those entrusted with the execution of the laws, for the man-
ner in which they have executed the trust committed to their
keeping, and fulfilling this duty, we express our decided con-
demnation of the interposition of the Governor in the affairs
of the city of Baltimore, before and on the day of the late elec-
tion in said city, because, from the information and reasons
which he has communicated to us, and from facts made appa-
rent by the documents accompanying his message, it was,
under the circumstances, ill-advised, reckless, unnecessary,
and dangerous to the peace of the city ;

And be it further resolved, That we regard the interposition
of the Executive, under the circumstances, as illegal, and his
commands to the military to interfere and preserve order,
without the requisition of the local civil power, and in direct
opposition to the wish, advice and protest of the Mayor of the
city, who is invested by the law with all power necessary for
the preservation of the peace and order of the city, and who
had given evidence, by his preliminary arrangements, of his
ability and determination to protect every citizen in the exer-
cise of his rights, as a manifest subordination of the civil to
the military power, an invasion of the rights of a chartered
city, and an attempt to interfere, by the bayonet, with the
freedom of elections, and a glaring violation of the Constitu-
tion and laws of the State ;

And be it further resolved, That we hold that the command
issued by the Governor in his proclamation, * Let no man
leave the precincts of his own ward, unless ordered to do so
by competent authority, thus he will promote the fairness of
the election, and avoid the just retribution that will be dealt
to those vagrant emissaries of disorder who wander from polls
to polls for the purpose of illegal voting, and to deter peace-
ful citizens from the exercise of their rights,”” was without
authority of law, a flagrant invasion of that personal liberty
so dear to every American heart, and, sustained as it was by
such an exhibition of intention to use military force, an act of
despotism unparalleled in the annals of our country.

And whereas, Baid preamble, and the second, third, fourth
and fifth resolutions are calculated to impeach the character
of His Excellency, the then Governor of the State, for vera-
city, integrity and high intelligence, and to lead to a miscon- ‘
truction of the Constitutional duties of the Governor, and to
impair the usefulness of said office, and therefore ought not
remain in force and effect ; therefore—

Be it resolved, by the General Assembly of Maryland, That




